
From Thames to Tap

1. The River Thames

Water	
  was	
  taken	
  from	
  the	
  

River	
  Thames	
  at	
  Hampton	
  

and	
  then	
  pumped	
  to	
  Kew	
  

2. The Filters

Although	
  the	
  water	
  from	
  the	
  Thames	
  at	
  

Kew	
  Bridge	
  the	
  river	
  water	
  was	
  passed	
  though	
  

	
  to	
  remove	
  

The	
  people	
  of	
  London	
  have	
  been	
  using	
  water	
  from	
  the	
  River	
  Thames	
  for	
  thousands	
  

reservoirs	
  was	
  built	
  to	
  deliver	
  clean	
  water	
  directly	
  to	
  people’s	
  homes.	
  The	
  engines	
  

1. River Thames

2. Filters 3. Pumps 4. Tower

5. Reservoir

6. Taps

Guess	
  how	
  

beds	
  
Look	
  out	
  for	
  the	
  photographs	
  

TALKING POINT Why	
  not	
  use	
  water	
  from	
  
the	
  River	
  Thames	
  at	
  Kew?	
  The	
  Thames	
  at	
  Kew	
  



Steam  
engine

Pump

3. The pumping engines

The	
  giant	
  steam	
  engines	
  provided	
  the	
  power	
  to	
  send	
  the	
  water	
  on	
  

4. The tower

The	
  giant	
  engines	
  at	
  Kew	
  Bridge	
  pumped	
  clean	
  water	
  to	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  standpipe	
  

5. The reservoir

Water	
  from	
  Kew	
  Bridge	
  was	
  

sent	
  to	
  and	
  stored	
  in	
  a	
  large	
  

covered	
  reservoir	
  4	
  miles	
  

that	
  the	
  reservoir	
  was	
  

that	
  needed	
  water;	
  so	
  once	
  

6. The taps

improved.	
  London’s	
  water	
  supply	
  has	
  come	
  a	
  long	
  way!	
  

The	
  model	
  water	
  pumps	
  in	
  the	
  Waterworks	
  

TALKING POINT Clever	
  storage


