
Mystery: London’s deadly disease
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Between	
  1832	
  and	
  1866	
  
there	
  were	
  over	
  35,000	
  
unexplained	
  deaths	
  from	
  
diseases	
  across	
  London.	
  

not	
  understand	
  why	
  so	
  many	
  
Londoners	
  were	
  dying.	
  It	
  
was	
  many	
  years	
  before	
  they	
  
worked	
  out	
  that	
  London’s	
  
polluted	
  water	
  supply	
  was	
  
the	
  cause	
  of	
  the	
  problem.	
  

Let’s look at the clues…

What happened to 
London’s population?

Clue

#1
Where did their 
poo go?

Clue

#2
Where did they get 
their drinking water? 

Clue

#3

1800
1,000,000

1850
2,000,000

1900
6,500,000



1	
  million

2	
  million

3	
  million

4	
  million

5	
  million

6	
  million

7	
  million

8	
  million

The mystery disease
Cholera	
  killed	
  over	
  35,000	
  Londoners	
  as	
  the	
  
River	
  Thames	
  became	
  polluted	
  with	
  poo

1832	
   6,536	
  died
1849	
   14,137	
  died
1853	
   10,738	
  died
1866	
   3,797	
  died
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The River Thames could easily 
cope with the amount of 
sewage produced by London’s 
small population

As the population 
and sewage 
pollution problem 
grew, people 
began to die

Changes to the 
way water and 
sewage were 
treated helped to 
solve the problem
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London’s population explosion


